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"you will explain this better than I. Have the goodness to
do so before reading the decree."
The Keeper of the Seals then spoke, and paraphrased what
his Royal Highness had said more briefly; he explained in
what manner the Parliament had the right to remonstrate,
showed the distinction between its power and that of the
Crown; the incompetence of the tribunals in all matters of
state and finance; and the necessity of repressing the re-
monstrances of Parliament by passing a code (that was the
term used), which was to serve as their inviolable guide. All
this explained without lengthiness, with grace and clearness,
he began, to read the decree, as it has since been printed and
circulated everywhere, some trifling alteration excepted.
The reading finished, the Regent, contrary to his custom,
showed his opinion by the praises he gave to this document:
and then, assuming the Regent's tone and air he had never be-
fore put on, arid which completed the astonishment of the
company, he added, " To-day, gentlemen, I shall deviate from
the usual rule in taking your votes, and I think it will be well
to do so during all this Council."
Then after a slight glance upon both sides of the table,
during which you might have heard a worm crawl, he turned
towards M. le Due and asked him his opinion. M. le Due
declared for the decree, alleging several short but strong
reasons. The Prince de Conti spoke in the same sense. I
spoke after, for the Keeper of the Seals had done so directly
his reading was finished. My opinion was given in more
general terms so as not to fall too heavily upon the Parliament,
or to show that I arrogated fco myself the right to support his
Royal Highness in the same manner as a prince of the blood.
The Due de la Force was longer. All spoke, but the majority
said but little, and some allowed their vexation to be seen, but
did not dare to oppose, feeling that it would be of no use.
Dejection was painted upon their faces; it was evident this
affair of the Parliament was not what they expected or wished.
Tallard was the only one whose face did not betray him; but
the suffocated monosyllable of the Marshal d'Huxelles tore off
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